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The number of Delhis is not necessarily the measure of
the many Turkish and Afghan Dynasties that sat on the
throne, and any exploration of these may be left to the guide-
books. The visitor, after glancing at the story of Lord Lake's
victory at Patparganj across the Jumna from Humayun's
tomb, will find the real drama and the stirring of his blood
at the Delhi of 1857- Lest some squeamish over-kindly mind
may think that he is making bad blood with India by glory-
ing in the deeds and sorrowing in the tragedy of his country-
men, let him realize that the Mutiny of the Bengal Army
was put down by Indian soldiers with Indian help, as will
be explained. They did so lost the best rulers India had
seen, despite their mistakes, should be couted3 from the land
they had saved.

DELHI OF THE BRITISH AND THE RESCUE OF THE
MOGUL, 1803

How the British came to Delhi is too long a story, except
to tell in very brief guise. The Mogul Empire was dead, the
Emperor had sometimes been a fugitive with the British,
sometimes with the Maliratta, sometimes in the hands of the
Rohillas or Afghan colonist barons in Rohilkund hard by.
The Mahratta frecbooling confederacy, which had arisen
from the state which Sivaji created, had two objects; to expel
or cripple the British and to dominate the Mogul Empire,
if not actually proclaim a Mahratta chief as Emperor. So
recently as 1761 their endeavour to do so had resulted in the
Afghan Emperor, Ahmed Shah, and the Rohillas destroying
the Mahratta host at the 'Buttle of the Black Mango Tree5,
the last of the many battles of Panipat fought fifty miles
north of Delhi* A whole generation had passed before they
had again raised their heads, and by the beginning of the
nineteenth century they had got into their hands practically
as prisoner the Emperor who had been blinded by a Rohilla
eunuch baron* Having sci/cti the power at Delhi, Scindiah,
to use the old spelling, the chief of Owalior, who had a
powerful army trainee! and largely officered by Europeans